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1 day a steady snow had drifted down,
Hiding the restful hues of dun and brown

n friendly hili-side, snd the slender tratl,
That bound us world-uird. Did mo spirit quail
4t the sppaling doom Looatag before uss

With the unsectled snow-nass tresbling o'er us?
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ABsTRACT
40 examtnation of historical data relacing to svalanche activity in Saa
oc the period 1875-1975. " San Juan Conty v
ommioe el and siives peoduciag sress. reachisg Ats peak.in popalstiom; =il
eral production and, correspondingly, avalanche mu,( and destruction to
Property during che period 1880 chrough orld Nar

re obtained from nevapapers of the period and by interviews.
ed on USGS 1:24,000 sca

rs, it vas it on sight o
tvice.” Fitieen seographic B e e e ilor Tarad
from avalanches resulted

x avalanche disasters occurred duriag heavy stors periods, darch
12 m in

L1, one avalanche death ves Feported and thres men vere
caughe but escaped injur
avalanche hazard during this historical period was widespread and

represents a significant difference from ¢
e ik Le soacenteares sismg highoeye 550 e 110 and vithia the Eoen

of Silverton.
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PREFACE.

This sonograph ie based wpon historical data culled prisarily from the ar-

chives of The Silvercon Standard newspaper, together with ite forerun
Plata Miner vhich vas founded in 1875, and froa of present and forser
restdents of ty. I¢ is perhaps appropriate that such a s

should be published in 1976, Colorado’s Centennial Year, since i iscory

of avalanche activity and husan response to that fearsome phenoenon cover!

sinost Ldentically the pe Legal existence of the state. It is intended

P S e P R e e

vays D

[AAR's San Jusn Avalanche Research Lished in 1971

a dby Colorade State Righ-
epartment and the Federal Departsent of Transportation.

A major additionsl step vas the initiation of a continuing research

grane

from the Office of University Affairs, NASA, for application of remote
cns 1n moun

‘and Ouray cou his
quirenents of Colorado State House BE11 1041 and vas {nitiated by

reques:

T A G L e (RS A

edge of avalanche activity, ncluding magnitude of specific events
it

e Re T T e e e

tanding of avalanche release mechanisms, is suprisingly limited vhen

considered that inadequate response to the hazard causes death and
extensive property damage, and disruption of comunications.

Thess
ot Vaoviedge mutt ba advanced considersbly befors sa efficieat avelsnche




operacional and before reliable and effective
eneral TNSTAR
anding

5 assoct. ienonenon 15 hunan Tesponse to the
Rescarch in the natural sciences required for hazard
fes snow mechanics, clinatology, neteorology, geomorphology,
ndrochronology, bocany and vegetation mapping, pedology, remote sensing
¢ knowledge. This is one of the reasons why a
scarch iastitute can provide a good frame
aking. Wnile the INSTAAR program has atteapted to pull these
Lines of investigation together into an interdisciplinary whole, it vas re-
hat historical data, Lf available in sufficienc magnicude,
1 corroborative input. s tanc, not o
sting deductions on avalanche frequency and magnitude, but aiso for

Provision Gf insighee.iato humah responses i the svaieache phescaenca Leselt.

we are fortunate to have Betsy Armstrong as a member of the avalanche
Teagareh prafect. e hes ot caly Gevilopes en Sxtcsaive wdeceteting of

G e iy ]
tory and her enthusiasm 1 i1ing ch £ the Struggle betueennan and snow
from the earliest in Juan mintog secclaments, especially fitted
her for the painstaking task of reading a hundred years of newspaper Fil
and for extracting the es they contain. This built-in capability,
however,, required the understanding of Allen Nossaman, San Jusn County Land-
jse Planner, and the personal incerests and Boodwill of the County Comnissioners,
before 1t vas appropriately released. Thus the County, thr Lorado Sta
House Bl 1041, vas a e ¢ Einancial concribution to the large
reported here. 'The balance of the co e born by the Bureau of Reclamation
avalanche Tesearch contract and the NASA-FY research sram

comlusion ¢ tou bighliahta of the sty can be seefully pbastond.

should serve to provide 4 warning to the land-use planner
today

and mountain developer of

"Ihis goes to show that

slide has

nowhere in
jpon. Th
s s Rle

ihe doep puches of che San

it et

|
{
|
{

zon 1687 an¢ 1ed o an edicorial urging che Col

s statement dates
Legislature to pass 3 lav making ic a "penal offense" for mining s\lpurln;enden(s
to authorize erection of buildings "in dangerous plac ce chere
e ot . si1de, svestiot oo suey " This Kimd of comcern culuinatod

» walide Comnission under state law and the
wirenents. It is perhaps noc so
had to wait until the passage of House
By this tine it vas unconcrolled

e et i Tt Ry i ey

oped that ehis sosogeaph will noc oaly provide interesting
1 mtribution to the

(048) Progean Progect 6: - Seudy of the iapac of humen scivicies on soustain

tundra ecosyst

Jack D. 1w
pirector. Tassitute of hrctic and Alplne Research
e States MAB Project 6A Directorate

T hprid 1976

Wnesco: United Nations Bducational, Seientific and Cultural Organization




CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Physteal Ceography of San Juan County

Juan County is located within the southvestern quadrant of Colorado.

ation is prinaril
vepetated areas in the forest sone are the reult of 1ogping i onjunct
ires, avalanche activity and calue slopes beacath rock

outerops

The general climate is one of lov relative husidity, sbundant sunshine,

sumers with frequent rain shovers in July and Auguat, m ncer
Snows and wide daily temperature fluctuations. Severe sustained c es are
rare vest Continental Divide and stationary high pressure syst

1y control winter weather vich var ¢l s and cold nights. Precipita-
E s and temperature decreases fairly uniforaly with levat:
relatively uniforn precipitation regine provails throughout the year with a
maxisus in August a0d @ minimm in Jamuary. S ight a0d early morning
temperature inversions are prevalent in valley locations during much of th

Jusn Nountaine Winter Snoveover

e of the San Jusn Youncatas is characterized by rela-

ations cont tnus dence. the sarvicver Chroughout the vinter aad the Te-
e e e



he anow sexuctuse decaraines the character of the predoniaant type of
ol o ava

16 becimes Less:svaey than thae of the elesse sones 4180 linits the hasard.

The second type, th avalanche, occurs vhenever snow Lies on
s1ope 3a o Cobasisn Laves whieh 1o pootty bendud o the soow o grousd belov.
Sentray, slabs buld s the resus of wind-blom snow which, due to che

in snow serength.
anow or may be con;
secemocphosed prior to the triggering preciyltation event. Mhis tye of re-
Lesse, referred o as a clin conprises 80 to 90 percent of the
slab veleases ia e san This condition is a direct result
of the conplex and highly v.n.ma Seraisgraphy of che local snoeover
Uhcmstrong, ot a1., 1975 Armser 19767

GAPTER 1T

(GENERAL OVERVIEW AND METHOD OF RESEARCH

Definition of the Hazard

Juan County's history could be vritten as a century of struggle
Froe' s eacliest developent in 1874, Chen parc of Ls Flata
deal wich vinter ‘snd its effects for a

o ghe-mouch wintes is mok comsidared wmseal:
avalanche hazard, che degres of danger

o people Lanches, during the area's hundred years

Al AR

eriod 1875-193 1 San Juan Coucy's bistory vas s tine of highy
i kepeaalh evaianche oz ensive transportation system of railroads,
e otumeye: coads.sni-Lratls vas gevcloped o serve the meny inen EhEvegh-
outthe county. The population vas obile; miners, prospectors, mail carriers
and packers traveled year-rou

£ -
aper called for State assistance in establish-
ing an avalanche hazard xnntnl plan together vith sppointaent of an suthorized
State officer to carry 1

e Seandacd has ¢ suszestion o offer which It believes vl be
ry 0.

es. - . Upor
bestowsd to decids Lheche sices for such butldingg are safe or
unsafe, and their licenses issued accordingly.

27 the ace 1930, indg accivicy bad decressed signicanry.

iiden on Bighuny 520 atcer a hesvy M

Seandard reported tha che Batcleshly valonche along Highvey 550 had ron and
Cerrific 1t broke transmission and telephone lines

1iké they vere matches. strung vith thread.’3 Six other slides vere reported




Anisas Canyon, the Nesdleton snovslide,
served covering the railroad tracks.

down on Highuay 550 also. In the

h had not run in ten years, was obs 4

The avalanche hasazd for the perlod 1951 to the present cemsing basically

of 19511952, the Denver and Rio restricced i
O e emvtte oaly, praceically elinioating the avalanche hasard
in the Aninas C

1951 ehe Colorado Hishay Departnet began collectng oceurrece
e ot Fecting .. Highva

i present. " Snformat ion
Service Alpine Snow and Avalanche Project began data collection in this area
in 196 iy of avala 4

began 1n The Tnstirute of Arctic and Alpls

(INSTAAR) , Univeraity of Colorado, un

began the San Jusn Avalanche Project

Ak s
observed In the study area (U.5. Highuay 550 Coal B:
110 Silverton o Gladstone gnd the town of Siiverton) are published e
(hrmst 976)

rong and Tves, eds.

o sédicion, ot che redue an Juan County, INSTAAR has prepared an
S ibing each avalanche path moniiored vithin the councy:

4 run-out zone, alti-
n features of each

F Cotorado Highvay Departacnt data and four years of INSTAAR data, vas
1976).

piled Gtiller, ot al.,

ing s aodern period 1951975, che svalanche pasacd has beet con-

w0 valanche deatha and descruction occur often
etaents of the hazard. For example, the vinter of 1951~
walanche danger. On New Year's Day, during a
ret since 1932, an avalanche totally destroyed

it

o i
Pride of e st WAL 3t Rowirdsville,S” These areas represen omly 0 s
portion of the total area of San Juan County, revealing the concentration of
B Tacehs hessad 8 thd modie= rarica.

TABLE 1

20 WOST FREQUENT AVALANCHE PATHS REAGHING HIGHWAY 550

FROM RED MOUNTATN PASS TO COAL BANK HILL

San Juan Avalanche Project data 1971-1975

Colorado Highvay Department data 1951-1971

per year

frequency

per year

avalanche

EEL

Brookiyns

Rockall

015029

1010

Brooklyns

015029

Telescope

Telescope

155

Bast Line Creek

156
o0
15

Cenent F111

Stlver Ledge Mine

Peacock

12

Stlver Ledge Mine

Weat Line Creek

150
o0

Jenne Parker
West: Lie Creek
Coal Creek

140161

Jennte Parker

01601
103

157-138

Harley Short

Porcupine

Stlver Ledge Mill

Coal Creek

157-138

Engineer Mountain

159-160

o

Blackburn
Vaterfall

Harley Short

1w




ay, 3 March 1963, on the Ouray County side of Red Mountain Pass,
1

0n Sund
che Ease Rivers ighway 550, killing Reyerend

killed one of the m

Juan Gounty. They released an avajanche which
other was able to dig himself out.

Sporadtc avalamhe deseruction has ket the rexidents of san Juan Couny
I

n 3
Tocking'at che past o prepare for the fu

Method of Research

study was funded by San Juan County with funds fron Colorado House

interviews and correspondencs

To avoid avalanche-prone sites, you must firsc be able to
recognize them. By far the most relisble vay of locating
avalanche areas 1s to study long-ters, decailed records of
past
San Jusn County 1s fortunate in having in the Silverton Public Library an almost
icrofils, beginning in 1879

Complete newspaper record on mics
nd cont inuing to the present with The Silverton Standard and the Miner. The
Plata Miner began publication in 1875 but existing copies go back only as far as
1 ests of the Aninas Forks Pioneer, five months of the Red Mountain
cey nm ‘and nine months of the Red Mountain Review are also on microfils {n
the Libra

chosen as

a complete list of newspapers examined, see Bibli-

opraphy, Appendix 1.)

i yeue of che semple period ves resd from Novesber throwh Ayl and
e 10 Lioviag factors vere notedsstore

inche cycles with and without
Sacifrinca aad sy data pertatatag!to'the cveat, at
Whther the site was considered safe and hou long structures had been standing.

The next step uas to locate these avalanche sites on 4,000 scale
e u.:y. but
b Wyman, San nty

oy whi hanged names, rather
once Tecorded ds never changed.

the name
Ay Tthe]mima cElke clkins L2

tstorical Overviex

The First vhite men came to what vas to be knovn as San J

ery he base 0 o
“ea- coapletely demolished and thrown across the Aninas River by an avalanche.
Unca1 1879, sost of che erattic traveled over Stony Pase and down,
asd 2)." Ta 1873, the vagom xoad [ron Stivercon
the road f
B

{iroad necwork and making. all popu-

lation centers, as well as many of the aines, accessible by railroad.




MAP OF SAN JUAN COUNTY IN 1926

sverron sTavoars
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Figure 1. Map of San Juan County in 1926
i e o scenacss)

o
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Figure 2.

Map of San Jusn County, 1975




i scecmpe vas mude o eep che rosds and xaileonds open year rou b
ed inter with the Denves o Grande

o work would be part of the shoveling crev.

the Aspen, the North Star and ot

The National Belle,
hetr product; the shipment of

Durango sed
et some of ‘our kind cicizens 5o down

and tramp o

sopbiscicated techmoloty and o sedern transportacion

e the development of sore
o points outaide the San

unayside, v
638 three overs vece careied ey and {ive sore vere Kok

£ 1
Gown by a bl snow slide rumning down the tramuay

TABLE 2

AERIAL TRAAYS OPERATING TN 19104

Green Mountaind.
e 6,200

pad
Tova-Tigerd
Stiver Laked
Unity.
eold kit
i
Henriectas 5,300
Stlver Ledges

177,600

* Biatoey of S dun County, 19101 Golorade Seool of
Nines Qu

+ Suttered avalonche dmmage

¥ Suffered avalanche danger on more than 3 occasions

Although no references to avalanche defense structures were found in the
ctures were built during cl
the papers.

ecpibe built wpelope from the O1d Hondred NEL1 (e 7)
etfective as no record vas found of the mill being damag
With the steady development of a aining econosy, the musber of people
sely. Fackers, ratizoad uvluyez-
ing of ©

> had been damaged by a snovslide.

Tenaned the Gold Prince (Map 11).
1 of 87 deaths from svalasches vere recorded during 1879-19%8, wich
an aaditional eight deaths during the period from 1875-1878. These earliest
deaths ere referred to in later issues of the newspape e no papers now.
exist for that early period. The following table lists deaths and those
buried but dug out alive, fnjured and uninjured. These tallies are from Table
2 ompilation of avalanches involving people, anisals, or property in chrono-

logical order, found in Appendix 1IL.
TaBLE 3

Tallies of Deaths and Those Buried by Avalanches from 1875-1938

Deaths Buried, dug out alive
Injured. Untnjured
1675-1878 s o 4
(secondary sources)
1879-1938 o 19 8
(prinary sources)
Totals % k3




Cut tn Saguache snouslide made to clear the Demver and Rio Grande
1. (Cou n

!

tracks of

Rto Grande




cated

H

Stone masonry

 protecting Maylower tramva

cause. the avalanche to split and flov a

(& Armstrong photo)

Avalanche defense structure in Arastra Gu

Figure 5.

Lt s interesting that the totals for deaths and those dug out alive and

avalanche occurrences are the newspaper issue dates vhen they were reported,

hence all dates refer to the week preceeding the issue date of the newspaper .
ures 7 and § present the mumber of deaths from avalanches and the

umber of incidents involving property damage from avalanches

The sample period. Population figures from the United States and Colorado

censuace are lover than those quoted in the newspapers of the time, possibly

because son < Be county were missed by the census takers.Z0

e mining camps 1 %
Rnother possible reason for the Lover figures was that many of the residents
of the county (17.6 percent?l) vere imnigrants, many from non-Esglish speaking
countr es.

It appears cha rends for the sample period, as re-
porten by beakiey and parey (197913 penerally corcelate wich the mmbers of
B ey domseefoom avilanthes. I their hiatorical clinatology

study they reviewed data sources for precipitation variability in south-
western Colorado for the last 100 years

Aithough the data are sparse prior to 1900, o comparison
p

of the general trend of teaperature an fon for
SEape showa an supecead foverse reTaEiBiuL |

Precipitation cotals during the late 1850s and early 1860s
£el1 while nean teaperatures rose. - . From the late 1860s
to approxinately 1890, the reverse is true, a cooling trend

being paralled by increasing precipitation.

A major low precipitation value occurred around the turn of

the century followed by  rapid increase to a peak valve {n
06, Precipitation then decreased to Tow around
1916 folloved by an increase o another peak in 1919-22.
This minor peak vas folloved by a drastic fall in precip-
idation over the next decade to a minimua value for &

period at approxisately 1929-32. An equally dramatic rise
Folloued, resulting in a peak generally around 1936-38.2

The mmber of avalanche disasters can be related to the degree of mining activity,
2nd 1t is sgsumed, the total mmber of people in the mountains. According
To an unpubl ished master s theais on the aining history of San Juan G
the.county 1n 1890 vas at. ts peak, vich 176 vorking aines, 1,35 ainers

cnployed and 13 mills and concentrators in operation.

ho pegjod prior to 1893 vas ane of slow and steady increases in mining

productions) which is reflected in the tables as a period of sporadic but
Eontinuous avalanche destruction. The county vas at its lovest ebb in 1894
ccause of the silver panic of 1893 causing low prices for silver axd basic
metals, lead and zinc is period of reduced sctivity s dinta-

Tehed precipitation (Fev references to storas and avalanche accidents vere
Found in the newspapers for this period) can be seen on Figures 7
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which reveal only one death and one facident of property damage fron avalen

W 15 18

Lanches, 1875-1938

1 is presumably the remats of the o=t
e eilitegs ta. ther 1

w15

By 1501, vhen a1 the old mines vhich had been idle for yoace were active

once more, the large asing chete capacity and nev nines vere
 vhlle figares for prop-

w, two deaths reporced for

]

Sen Juan region

110

i
as seen in Fig:
£

cea 7 4na 8 (oee Chspter T11 for & vinter sumary). I spite
SF thin severe winter and other disasters such s the burning of the Silver
Teke NiLL vt ovcious deange Lo th Animse Fover Campanp's pLsus Ehe Yo
" 1906 had an ore out |7u very close to that of 1905 and was very prosperous. 3’
&a T 7o AU A ST e

e e ol e e e o L

1
18 10

maged by aval
wmber of inctdente Snvolving property dsmsged BY

In 1908, activity
42" “The per

slowed scmeuhat wich the cotal of working mines

reduction in people
located n hazardous areas is reflected in Figures 7

N

w18 1
w180

4 f1lustrates the circumstances of avalanche death duriag ©

180
Figure 8.

ws W
15

T T the Tova Mine in Silver L
£ ] = e

that 75 men had come down £rom
it 0 W

s UKD SUGTINI

3NN oL I

Bastn Oup 5) that veek:




EUd R ing Mine + Beavding Fows=

900

Figure 10. Location of the Gold King Mine boarding house, 1975.
(8. Arastrong photo)




he heavy snoufall of a day or two prior rendered the locality

, as there's a big o)
down from sbove the hoisting a
L aryone 3 3ot e most serious damage chat bae

THBLE 4

ivme the swseing ey o 4 sl
i sty

CIRCUNSTANCES OF AVALANCHE DEATHS \eq it [igxinarabust
w.s?
1875 - 1938
0 reported that 12 men remained at the Tova Mine, packing their

blankets into the cune
As described below, the management at some of the aines, like the Pride

Circumstances Number of Deaths
== of the Alps north of Gladstone (Nap 3), vaited until the first avalanchs
before closing the aine for the winter

Specific Category destruction
Number  Total

The receat heavy snow, oving (o the prevailing direct
‘sccumulated in very large masses above the mine
nta E

inside building or c: ®
working near mine ahop st the
b £ the principal gulch on
avalanche released b & down this
xplosion in nine 3 sulch after every heavy fall of snow with surprising regularicy.’®
Lot o An avalanche released at the moment the three occupants of the Pride of the
shafe by avalanche 2 Alpa cabia vere speculatng on vhen che slide
using dynsmite at mine to ne tunnel ond within seconds, “...the cabin vas iy
FeTarse T 5 mass of snow and Che blacksaith shop crushed 1ike an eggshell.” This vas
The second s1ide to cover the cabin that winter and vith five feet,gf snov
traveling in mouncains 5 on top of the cabin, Che mine suspended operations for the vinter
siting 3 he single reference to a cabin having a trap door leading down inco
the mine tunnel vas described 1n the LaPlata Miner of 15 February 1879.
hunt tng. 3 Nine men were in the cabin at the fourth level of the Highland Yary Mine
mail carriers 2 at the head of Cumningham Galch (Nap 7) vhen & snouslide passed over and
destroyed the cabin.  Seven men T ty of the tunnel but th
enroute to avalanche rescue 2 renatning tuo were crushed along with ¢ - Most of the rescuers,
moute e fumral of vicein who were. 500 feet upslope from the cabin and 1000 feet to one side, thought
caught in avalanch 2 Conditfons too dangerous to cross the slope between th the cabin, but
heee of the men started across and caused another avalanche which killed two
P 1 and injured the third. This incident is notevorthy also because it is th
hauling ore 1 first mention in the newspapers of using dynamite to set off avalanches:
== "ha-stfort 1s co be aade Coday, with gianc powder, to start. the dangecous
ToTAL B drifts that obstruct the

£ explosions setting off avalanches without prior knowledge
The firat vas reported fn the
blas inside

o examples o
or planning vere found in the nevspapers.
3 February 1883 when a soouslde vas starced by &

og one of

e it st e

n Narch of 1519 vhen a slide vas started by che

the Sunnyside Mine (Map 10)
concussion of the blasting {nside the mine.




ccurring near a mine took place in Belcher

e £0 Cake the bodies o Siiverton. lamediately and the follouing 1o &
R

The anoy fn the tisber vas a1l rendy to slide and on two occanions
betor

they had to put glant powder in the snov to shoot it down
they could drag the bodies across. The snow was continually
settling wich thm and they vere in iminent danger ng o
Lide all the vay down. When they got down to the point of timber

o the Norch Star Wil . chree e dragping one body had Just
cros: aw from one point of tisber fo another when the whole
Side’of the MLL below thelr tra o143

The three men were safe in the trees and vere not caught in the slide. The
Teat of the men, heeding the varning, d1d not crose. tue drew and instend came
straight down the hill without further incider

This s the vorst accident that has happened in this county

5% ol s rueamad L Gl ) Ehat 1158 Tost upen the Belcher,
although the property has been vorked for many years

Residents of San Juan Gouncy vere et {gnorant of che avalanche dangex
i

Professor Foss, the most successful failure
hat has ever operated in the councry."s>

The second incident in March 1884 was of & more serious nature.
the atorn of Nonday last, a terrible snovslide occurred

Durtng 1
SRk 57t e S honind Devenport mines. 1t started
near the top of Bonita Mountain, and, in ite dovnward course,

™
boarding house and stable. These works vere entirely aow, hayjog
baen couplted last December, 't a total cost of ver $70,0000

Two men were caught In the avalanche; one was recovered bruised but mot seri-
ously injured; the body of the other was not found until spring. The article
cont tnues:

FEsmall shaft, often fnclined, sunk from one level to another.

1t sppears. the works could have hardly been established 1n a
more dangerous locality, to the destruction of property and 1ife,
and presents a ' ignocance on the part of those locating
the butldings, which charity alone prevents us from <

crininal. The location of those orks in the path of snowslides

againat the advice of expericnced men conversant with the country,
was at the tine regarded as an act of folly

The mine was equipped with the most costly and cosplete plant of
sachinery every placed on property in San Jusn, and the descruction
theo viated

of 1ife and property thro' careless location, should be ob
hereatter by the eploysent of nen faniliar vith the countsy, and

whose experience should point the vay to proper location.

This guocation was the firec mention of mploying the advice of people femtl
with the mountains in deternining the placement of buil

v near aine buildings, man
tncidents were reported
aites vere destroyed by avalsnches (see
s cabin, located in Pough~
pe one of the oldést and considered
e safent (,.h.,, in. mx»mpm. but you can't most slusys sometines tell
ut these slides

"
crushing all the buildings and "-..gyceping then

The buildings had been standing sbout
13 years and had been considered absolutely safe.

This goes to show that novhere in the desp gulches of the San Juan
can safety be relied on. The fact that a snovslide has mever
been known o occur fn & parcicular locality is no guarantee

of safety vhatever. 50

It vas probably the above incident that prompted this editorial {n the San
Juan 1ssue of 27 January 1887:

Agatn, buildings should not be put up vhere there is the least
danger of slides, and we believe that the Colorado Legislature
should pass a lav making it a penal offense for mining super-
intendents who have buildings put up in dangerous plac

ghere chere Iy o possibilicy of o slide sveping then avey.
Untdl such a assed, chere will be lots of chances taken

ot soetua oeTi X agaeil

This wae the firat plen for legislation co cacablish some form of avalanche
x,mm zoning. A second editorial, princed in the 7 Apr u 1906 edition of

f1verton Standard and citled "A Snovslide Comission” goes into even mor
e e i e e
found in Appendix IV .)

sar

y



TaBLE 5
BUTLDINGS LOCATED I "SAFE LOCATIONS"™ The Standard has # suggescion to offer which 1t believes will be
oF geeat practical good o every aining camp in Colorado
Bries o hove 8 state 1au enacted by which aiaing couties
Date of Occurrence  Site and Locat ey sppotat inspectors, or a comission, clothed vith the pox
and Sourcens 168 o Loeat tou ep Fo. Ag; of Building & of protecting, as far as possible, lives and property from snow-
eacription
13 rebruary 1886 T 3
st i oy e Tt T L0 ) ‘ 1dest Had a comission composed of practical mining men been consulted
pode Gulen 2 onelgered e s the Green Mountain aill vould not have been built here 1¢ nov 1s
bt tn Poughkeeps and one Life and much financially been saved. e been
29 Jamary Inepectors to vatch the safety of the vorking ainers perhaps
2 ey 1087 Mighland oy votidisgs 7 been scantog shout ChR e ond it b o1 ol £ e Bliabdoal T
an Gulch yosra, anmger of a slide before the avalanche svept thes o their death. Invested vith
“inéver been dreaned of..." Police povers a comission Like this vould be a force for soods
Then great snovfalls Losd the mountainsides with their freighe-
2 Ry 188 et e Qe St 11T st 1n o pace o eE daati e femabeabisel B o
an Juan and Brown's old sgueil vhere there vas supposed
near Aniass Forks t0'be no danger. " Bt these ductes vould be but fncidencal o he true cbject of
6 February 1903 Near tn % the comission. . There are cercain defined places where sn
fImamds e grion umel, 113 6 o recent prospectus hidee ron: Siai iscicer o1d and new, should be gathered in order
Miner il gs o tésued by the company calls that the danger points may be known and avoided as far as possi-
atcention to the fact chat ble. It is said conditions change and that slides came down last
one of Che mata objects of iy monih where never before. The more feason that an official
Iotation e S Tecord should be kept of thes, for memory is treacherous.
of snovelides there."
24 varch 1906 Bomner Mine cabin, middle 12 cabin stood 10 years e el et e b A g
Stlverton Standard  fork of Mineral Croek
24 arch 1506 ren Hemtata witt ; i
e e et s _"y'j; e L
will. s ww L decids dicher sites tor such bilaigge sre te
2 e 1306 e e ey and thetr 1icenses issued accordiogly.
iverton Standard  bu 50
il The Green Mountain Mill (Map 7 zm Flyu'«' 13) was another structure thought
7 March 1908 B ey st oo 2111 ad been fnstallcd o fow veeks becore che stor of 17 darch
b iss | Slwgeowe 6ol 1 vas choupe To0e e cost of ‘over $200,000. Tarer hours befors the siide came down a1l
orage plant on South every dan but two of the workaen had come o tovn and the a{ll had closed down.
dneral Creek 1 mile b
froa Silvertont ever run Thy 410 ot 1eave he proprcy because of ay feur of isastr.
before but e var acicipaced: The il is sttsied 12 Tl

snovel1des past experionce “everal hundred yards distant from the foot of the mountalp and

does ot aluays prove to be I eee choughe. tapossibie for any slide fo reach the tll.S)
on' fnfaliable gulde-

The sssay oftice, crgine rom and  constderable ereion o che trmmay vex

i Rartouly eacaped with his 1ife.

Listed are only those sites specifically mentioned as being safely located. ‘1a bosraing house, Lo ok
*4Dace Listed is nevepaper fssue date. Actual event dace provenents a scene of desolatien.!
ke g 4 ages smounted to between $50,000 and $75,000. The storm,

the nevepaper 4

RN TR R the heaviest in San Juan County's history, is discussed in Chapter III.
exsmple of o location sspposedly sate from avalanche danger vas

the Unton. tumel, Located owe-third mile. from Hovardsville at the base of




Tower Mountain Guap 6) ¢
Union tumnel, became che first avalanche fatality of the winter of 190s-1om

Whtle going d

1y a distan

andthe snow

quickly covered and mothered ita victin..a Tecent

by th

T AT
slides there.,

Incidenc that specifically nentionss ot ooy

vere tabulated. A

Table

a1l imvolved survived

The first reported dea

In 13 of

e total mumber of deaths from av

An employee of the Big Five Cospany which owned the

own €he steep hillside to the tunnel, which s
ice of 75 feet from the top to the railroad grade,
being loose, the slide was easi

copany cally attention to Ghe fact tha one of

alanches during the period 18751938,
¢ seaxcing the sidde Chemselves (Table 6. Onty
ed the cause of the avalanche
et hncty S, icidents Citcing chis descripeion are oted 1n
the incidents, deaths vere recorded; in the remaining. cighs

sed by peop

a skier caught in an avalanche in San J
County vas duetag.the vinter of 19001965, Bose Hiomc roien snovalide for o
Finters vas reported in the 18 February 1905 fssue of the Silecris  Staniard o
have occurred near the Trene Mine above Cement Creek. (Figom

i, siee buryio the Shaseves who vas ahia to 41y

30 feet

They scarted down th
ot through che ola

L £

€scape with their lives while the other twe vere
and Killed

from where

Rinsel€ out. The
everal days later four feet apart and
they were hit by the s1idels6

e 0F §he more tragic avalanche disasters took place at &
1 m.mm 1500,

riend who had

the cun

of the
an nM souside frack 12 sncouncered ans
5

r vere caught

130 5,
'en vere en oute to Gladstone Co attend the funcral
been Killed tn an svaleocher

" mpineain o Gladsione and took @ sore
vorkinga of che Sumpacn mine. Just ar o

inel

ampson boarding house
the men procecded

7 che s1ide which they released but tvo managed

rried over a steep clifr

Figure 11.

——
rene avalanche, Coloeado 110 Ce 2o
E avalanche fatality on skis in San Jum o y.

ocatton of the first
p

®

strong pho

o)



0 b f Sy
AATANCEE S SEpOS 0 FA RO EN XL SED) BFSEWIELR 6 Feb. 1903 Union Tunnel 6 1 man started slide, died
Date & Source Location Map No. Description .
E oL 1idog oSieriol Hiiverion Staniard King Soicacn rocks and saved hin
Silverton Democrat around bui mmg !laxud dmc, 4 . p
all survived 27 Feb. 1915 Near Champion Mine 15 1man starced slide, died
18 Feb. 1888 30 feet from North Star 7 1 man missed Kuld: mpc SR
e SEureed siides 41ad hours. R o Sy G L iR
after he was dug out alive pt - —
Silverton Standard atarted slide, all survived S Kegbir e
7 Feb. 1891 3/4 mi. on summer trail 7 Two men started slide, 1 death, -
R letdard Jfrom or it o | U U 26 Feb. 1927 Near Sunnyside Mine 10 2 men started slide, both dted
e Stiverion Stasdara
ine TN

+ Yot mapped, exact location unknown



case sTobEs

In this section, six sample winters of varying intensity will be examine
in detail in order to augnent the he San Jusn winter
e

t on people and property. year-by-
4 ble 8 1ists
‘eop ey’ in’ chronological
order, while Table 9 geographically 1ists historic sites of avalanche occur-
s o descriptions
anche forecasting in chronological order,
ese tables are locat: f the sketchi-
the clinatic data for mucl e vas no atteny
e fo clansity vinters as light or homv ox relate the intensity of

of avalanche incidents, except vhen the data vere

Cri e Ay

1883188

the decade of the 1880's, 12 people lost thetr lives and 31 locations
incurred property damaged by avalanches (Table 8). The most destructive winter
34, Heavy 188

appears to be that of 1883-84. Snow came earl e winter of 1883-80
as evide a report in the LaPlata Miner of 15 Decaber 1883 that snowfall
a5 50 heavy Congreas Mine south of Red Mountain (Hap 13), th

Toof of the Haines hotel collapsed from the weight of the snow.>d hat same.
issue, the first fatality of the season was reported: three men were

packing grub to the mines were caught in a mall slide in close proxiity to
The Silver Crown mine."60 (4ap 12). One was killed, the other two slightly
injured

Winter began n earnest tovards the end of December.

£ the most terrible and persiscent snow storms tha
' the recollection of

Five feet of new snow accusulated at Red Nountain Town in Oucay County ar
oveall was general throughout the state with all comunications Searcoped.S2

Snow
Tnrermistently hrough Priday vith gala-force vinda, drifta up. to sevep,feut
bigh and about chree fect of snow reported on the lxvv nd in Silvercon.0) The
Aninas Forks Ploneer report: o be snowed in (Hap 11) with five

e 1
e e e it Fremfat potarach dralasche

foctdencs were reported throughent Ibruary, The Jennse Parker ore beuse

(iap 15 vas swept avay by a slide.55 A cabin in Ice Lake Basin ves struck

by's slide demolishing ghe cabln 254 bucyiog the tw inhabitants who sanaged
2 ouc 66 One man vas buried vhile tisbering a shaft just

o che Mineral King Mine in Prospect Basin (Hap 3), but vas able to d
hinself out,®! ax e vas report o y the stable
and cookhouse Eclipse smelter at the base of Grouse Gulch (Hap 9)
contng right to the ‘snovslides vere T

X

betueen Animas Forks

By Narch 1, four Cines as much saaw.as {n any previous wiater vas re-
+ vich many ne-story buidinge covered, gpoutitts o
70 foet deep and in 3" The follow-

s x et
one cummiog vichin 150 fect of the nevspaper office 1n Mnissy
< uhich stopped 200 yards from o scarted two-chicdy of the

T ook Mouneatn asd vas cbsecved €0 be over a half-aile vide

he foot of the sountain 1s a canyon 100 fact deep, which
the'siide Tiiled up and then 5, romning on, scruck che shatt
house of the Colusbus Mine. 7

The Eclipue mygicer wan struck sgato by che sme alide which had Mt it o

ke before, ) the San Juan Herald reporty e to the Green Mouatain
e eelac of "the Hest mine buildings (Hap 7) and extensive damage Co the
Sampson Mine7é (see page 24 Of this report). The Animas Forks Ploneer of 15
Mareh sumed up the situation: "Since the last storn, a Cerror has
er a1l this part of the country, < never before.”
Sixteen fect of snou vas measured a " -everythisg in a very
Gangerous condition."7 Chattanooga (ap 12) vas visited by an avalanche
B pendence Nountain northwest demoltshed four bulldings
cigeidsion

Schoclhogt o dvelling

totally.
o snovalide dow Nonday 1 the largest of the n
being at least 1000 foet deep crossing the A..x...
iver near the Eclipse smelter, it ran part e
ocher sountaig, then folded over and fell back friip

Galitornta and Wascadon (Placer) gulches were buried 75 fost deep vith smev,
ide the entire distance up to the Mountain

Queen Mine (dap 1

Denver and Rio Grande Railroad vas blockaded from early February until
1, ‘and until Che tracks were cleared Silverton citizens on suoushoes

Apra
‘Coboggans the 18 miles from Needleton into tovn.

bauled supplies on



This vas & disastrous winter for the entire state. The Aninas Forks
Pioneer quoted the following from the Denver Republican: "It is believed
that more than o hundred men have lost their lives in snowslides in the
mountatns of Colorado this winter.S0

1890-1891
tough there were only s for storms, elght fatalities were repo
for the vigter of 189091, on'6 becember, mo e Eveeion e 1a
the W11601 snd 0 20 Deceaber, teatla so| the North sm on Kt
lonon Hounggin and the Silver Lake mines vere still open and s was very
Lottt moeo 1 \"rhe ateetn contissed. The 8ilveston Sramiard on 10 Jamary

described the inter as being light so far with very litcle snow and noted
that K. Louta Wrman recencly packed 30 yyrros frem che Norch Star, Solomon,

o i fnally svoved again, the cvent vas received fovordbly: “rhe
a1t vas in-

sertle a
hind on the trail vas
buried by the slide.83 Burnect had never knovn the snow so treacherous:

There vas but about six inches of new snov and he thought they

0w and 4t 1o a1 gramaced s it Is in che spring, and voul
ot hold ch i slide vas a quarter of a gile loug,
iS00 Feer wide end Frem 70t 30 fout dsep.B

The smow described as pramulaced uas sost Likely temperature-gradiont soov,

diacussed in the introduction. In the same fssue of the Standard, a storm of
pecater sagnttade ot Red Houniats chan in Stivercon vas noted and 1t vas o
serve f1verton residen atil] have the springtine season we

.
EeTored Si1 winrer although s1ides were Tumming a1l chrough the sounty &7

folloving veck broughc asother storm uhich enied 20 February and vas
described as the heaviest of the winter wich two or three feet iow
and high wind

snow vas granulated and had a Light crust on it, a
Bt ATl el g
nnil dbrections. 88

ftermath of this stors, as reported in the 21 February issue of the
Seantare: brought thice deathe at the Belcher Nine on Sulten Howncain (sce
Hap 4) when

Res b
Canyon between Silverton and EIk Park, blockading the Denver and Rio Grande
Ratlrosd.85

ppears that once the avalanches began, they did not end until April.

Slides vere reported agatn in the 28 February issue of the St
Barin shove Gemen Gree vas-i11ed with svalanche debris frm il rections:
e Cave, s covered with 50 feet of soow by a slide from

Hurcicane Peak & eryehiog in the county that could s1ide has done s0."50

The o1d Green Mountain concentrator at Howardsville (exact location un-
desolts! stinated to be 1500 feet wide,
Sed Wnite

bucasgo and becween Durango and Cascade chan in Silvercon, vith four fest on
the level at Rockuood 5

£ you want to see some yery fine veather come to the San Juan
country - in the sumer .9

The snowslides have been simply fearful, nothing of the kind
has been seen for the last 12 years. Thg oldest timer in this
dfstrict never saw anything of the kind.)

he xattrosd blockade vas Flnally 1ifted angj1 Apeil, atter 53 dayss one of
the larger slides cleared vas 48 feet




1905-1906

Thts vincer, che sost destructve o Life and property 1n San Juan
County o Riakory, ‘began vith a storm Kovember 26-27 s fully
et ia nevecity to ey of 1ast wiater

and more in the mouncans and high winds. No more activi:
0 Shesclverton Standard'on 37 Jamuary smmomced o b1
January 18 and would mot end until the

Times s tverson Glosed ¢ the Vorld. "3

The snow fell fiercely and continuously for three days, then
a houling gale sddied 1t into tremendous deifts that paralyzed
Eraffic and shut this region in from the world outsid
utlying camps fron this city, their supply point.59

tve vorkars vere iled ai che Tarcy Tumel Oep 10) of che Sumnyntde
Hita while workine ca the

o s vers enaged 1o shoveling he sow £ the ut s che
ntrence.vo.the tumael snd teo others. .-vere fixing the tele-
one e 1 3 WL Bove” o seme Samir chess mes
Toosined's il quancity o smow Wi rolled dow on che
Tavorers in-the cut, crushing them £o-the gromd
et e 2103 o0 £111 an ersiaar
Sied roon 100 ¥

Froperey dmage from aelssches une exensive. The Sumaide Lo sie tovers
of i e Tow ia, Map 5),

The milL vas preparing for an active season o
Felt by all. “Ynz ‘The Green Mountain Mine (
several tramay tovers swept avey and ocher a
Eecovuced from i storm, which vas then thoutht to be the torat of the vincer,
S ooseeerazt ad whasiube eotiilofa d aae thn o

The storn began Sunday morniag, 11 March 1906. _Before chat dace, spring-
11ke weather had prevailed with general thawing and bare streets.l0% A thaw
during the week.of 2 Februsry had melted the snow sufficlencly to open scme
S Erenteie” R e seoem ga3 Narch and then another thav set.the
scene for this destructive storn.!0f The snow continued until Wednesday,

14 Varen,

en the sun broke through the clouds and proaise of fair
vatther beaned forth.. But only for a 1itrle Cine.  Gathering
Dew force, the storm king came back o the atcack ednesday
night and has held undisputed suay ever since.10’

Alon wich the snov, & "atrong vind has saged hich has (illed the cuts end
Canons. and drifted the gagu to e creecs che snov 1ea
from one two feet.. 08 vd]e

BT Toren, en 3 e it o N
factory aov has melted snd packed a1 o stdcualha, ot

e & compination the plow can do 14ct

Lt appears that the stora came froa the south since mention is sade
Ouray missiag the brunt of the stors with Durango having its tiosine alon
he p: Crain which left Silvercon got as far as
= Cumbres (pass) s piled high with snow."110
tedin’the 17 March issue of the Silverton § B

. ey slides ere rop
e and o Crande Tailrosd tracks snd

H
§
H

A s slide on Tuesday che L3tk Mic the Wogal a1l st Cladetone, mnd
on Thuretay a alide ouept sway one of the Mopul's tramvay

Thursday, the first big slide of the stors occurred in Siivercen. The e:
Tendall s13de “with a rush and  rosc ploved a course fox slaest s miles,
emdaning. near the tovering sumic and ending in the bed of the river vhich
g e N pestroying three unoccupied cabins 1o the proces

Kedall s o che bl axeh ot of eon o a feu tons of

ineo toun along the tral of Thureday's descent, This
Jear's visitation, hovever, is said to be in the nature of &
Tetord breaker 13

he debris piled up on the Silverton Norchern's tracks near the crossing of
® Creek.114

on Traday aight, a huge snovslide on Calems M. netr the
Gla Hundred Wine, crushed in the resr eod of et
iteer in unninghan Gulch.  Fortunagely the ioma
o et fogury, aithough badly frightened A1 (Pigure 12)
asgattode of the storm soon became apparent, as seen in chis hesdline
of the 3¢ Naten Silverton Seandar
Desoacson ¢ Dot The 17ch of Narch 8 are Lot
embered in This District - Stors Reaches Its Clinax "
B aad iaos o Score of Lives Lost
2 March edition of the Silverton Standard and the 23 March issue of the
HiSverton Weekly Miner reported the bulk of the descruction.

Mt @ sk of wnbroken stors, Menday domed clons i and

B which for almost four miles of its length
i broken secies of Slides gig 1n places the gulch 1n
Sucieaunder soow 150 feot deepA1/




TaniE 7

AVALANCHE DESTRUCTION - STORN OF 17 MARCH 19064

g pate  Day  Time bvent
£ e s T e
i 15 Twrs e N Kedal, crossed Ania River snd can sleuc
H o cement Gre unoccupled cabins
5 | 15 Thes  m Mopul tramay, 1 tover suept mvay
P 15 Thes  pa  residence near 014 Hundred Mine crushed, no fnjuries
r3 16 Pt 1630 Unity Tumel boarding house destroyed, 1 injured
3 st hance tourig bouse bt 1 deit, 1 injored
32 Yeo: Jomnson's cabin, 1 injured
| i3 17 sat  ooon  New Green Mc. mill, $50,000 damage, assay office

88 crgine room & upper portion aill destroyed,
K2 eatn, 1 nsured
4 s 103 Shntadod bk & bardiog bouse dstrord, 2 Gn
23 Dutlaing, 12 deat
% 1 17 sa 200 Bonner Mine cabin crushed, 2 deaths
rE] | S e R AT
S 17 s . im | siivee Ving boeriing hosss deatroyed; 1 death
7] iy
2 1 1 sat  m Senlight bunkhouse crushed, 1 death, 1 injured
) 1 UM i TR R A P S
L | 17 s — Lo Il pareially destroyed (thousands of dollars

N g8 amage)
i3 16 Sm s North Star Gulch, crossed creck, destroyed powder=

9 is 1 House on Asvil seuntain
ad 1 18 sw 1600 Highland dary WAL parcially destroyed, 2 occu-

' o= 1 pants survived
s ! 18 Sm p  Thunder tummel, upper workings svept avay
i3 18 s pm  House destroyed near Stlver Lake cramay miduay
3 { terninal, 1 occupant survived
A i 1 Anglo-Saxon Mine bunk hovse svept avay

g | Big Colorado Mine buildings swept avay

<~ = = Eomecalda Mine pove & compressor bouse and ALl

N g | Teiiainge vepe”
S
ALY + Stlverton Standard, 17 March and 24 March 1906; Silverton Veckly Miner,
. 23 Narch 1906




£ the avalanhes oceurred Friday, Sacrday and Sndey, 16-16

Mes. Johnson, near the bottom of Arastra Galch, and after
turning it upside down several tines, landed her safely, with
only abad shaking, several hundred feet froa the startin

y
poine. Her husbani...is confined to his rooms here
5

Severe injuries by the slide.

Saturday at noon the Green Nountain i1l {n Cumninghan Gulch vas hic by a slide
and partially destroyed with an estinated §50,000 worth of damage, one

1160 and anocher {njured (see Chapter 11, page 27119 The cover photopeaph
Shows the mi11 shortly after it vas damaged

The greatest disaster of the stom occurred at 6:30 Saturday night
uhen che Spocted Pup boarding houss o the Shenandoah Wine, located in the

ShesandoatDives Basin sbove Cumninghan 7), vas hic by an avala

Tide started from the sumit of the mcnnuln, 200 feggbove che Shenan-
et ool iy and(Een o 54 ot raalcrio wor.

Shbucbed” tus” 11aes, one on cach side of the besin.Lil  Tventy-ons nen vere in

he boarding house ating dimer vhen the ¥1ide hit; only nine srvived. In co

respondence uith Marion Speer, one of ers, e remesbers chat dibris fron

EhaTal1ae pad aoseed,the piich aad bous. the other side.T21 part of

the reacue party 1s pictured in Flgure 13. An account of the experience by on

of the survivar, Tucn, vas printed in the 31 Narch lesee of the Silver-

ton Standar.

"The slide siruck the bunkbouse contaiaiag che encire
) s of th

SRR E I iy

It struck the front of che house First and I chisk ©
Flopped about & dozen sumersaults. It ifted the bunk-
house up, snashe

a1l throun out into the slide at one tin

The slide had a kind of a rolling motion, and we were
a1l vepe alon,"Cixst on Gop and then unddrneach, and

‘one fortunate cnough to be
EEe e Sl e R el
happy o Tind T could breathe and I at once proceeded
to dig myself out with my hands.

It took only a minute to extricate ayself. In rolling

ke enerally.
Soon 86 T vas free T stood up snd shouted, 'Glry to Godl’

Looking sround 1 saw a band projecting chrough che =
and 1 commenced dlgaing 108 owner out. 1t vas Kid Teagus.
I¢ took only a short cine to pull hin out, and he said
Sicralisia aan i et NS et MR
so0n found Joe Bradshaw. 1 caught hin by the ara, pulled
a5 1 never pulled before and succeeded in getting hin out
alive.

B4 iance vho 1ike myself came out on top, found 3111

Hall and Bemnett w from ir faces
RS ol i
the aut.

Storey Goutd and Frank Vercelilo vere also chrowm out
Geo. Hill vas carried over a cLiff below where the bunk-
h

house stood sbout twenty o chirty feet high: He vas
badly brutatd and dazed and vandered sbost in che o

all he moradag he vas discovered by 3111 1.
s b it and frozen.

e vere out f che slide we wet lao che engine
apped ourselves in burla
o the morning w

N in ooked
some grub that was kept in the mine on & shovel and that
vas our breskfast

T vas badly bruised, my hands frozen from digging in the

Souii for my Felion warimen aai companions.

411, Sacurdsy eventng produced 16 deathe ot six locations,

ed and its to h
. muw 1o'be 1a'e sure plbca as oo elide had boen Choarved to Tw

h
which had stood for about 20 years vas des:

n there

A¢ ehe sunlight burkbouse in Placer (lstadon) Golch near Aniass

bunkhouse thinking it vas safer Chere. When the slide struck, he vas
with illisn Malone on the upper floor of the bunkhouse.

asteep







salone, sleeptag st bis

side, eacaped uninjured by falling
thereby cacaping
the forca of the avalanche, vhile Walker vas caught and carried
& h. The cook at th was 1ifted

Sach ave.the freake of  Rocky ountain snovslide.

Sunday sorniog, @ slide in Norch Scar Gulch, now called by restdencs o=
Mineral Creek and destroyed  powerhouse on Anvil M

One of the powderhouses in that locality was smashed and about
a ton of giant powler scattered broadcast in the snov. Large
pruce trees over two feet in circusference were cut m >

Che slide. The older residents of Stlverton say that this is
e e e e e oo e B et 14

Yore dsasging slides vere ohaerved on qy.m.y

a stone cabin that-had stood for 30 years, 1

ind engine oo 120" e 1 et Sun
Golch shen » hosse near the Siiver Lake tramay aiv
5y o mvatanche fron King Solonon Mouncain.  The one occupant was uninjured-

The Highland Mary 1c

11"ss 1es bourding house

ndsy evening in Arastra
cerninal vas destroyeq,

o records of snovfall for chis atora are available but 1t sppoars from
nevspaper accounte that i¢ snoved constently for & esk and the ind blev
Eheoughout the period. It had been warm prior to the storm but no mention
ST I e

The Silverton Standard of 31 March 1906 noted that

sitverton has been closed o the world for tvo veeks corn
the most disastrous ever known to this regio

Tives and more than a quarter of a aillion dollars in financial

Logs have been the costly toll to date.130

Xt uay the next dame of the Standard chat xalasd the ueation of
conni f1te Sonatruction of ‘beildinge In dsngerous Tocations

s na ubsequent out
e et o et e el

Yo mention sbandonizg ny of
sites nic s 2L w ain

o e oth the pover 131" Ia Jamsasy 1914 an avilanche mept over che
nine.

substantially in the same the flerce slide of

Sareh 17, 1606. ) -Several miners vere axleap in the bunkbouse
“vhen the slide broke with a roar blocming

e aas e eidge chae s paossd peveras Fos

1

in the atr.
on the North Star s}
s wich the slde.:

The Beajovsky cabia, vhich had stood
lhgve for over 35 years, passed on over

1915

a6

The winter of 1915-1916 could be characterized as a "aild" San J

£ the nine men,yho had been dug out alive at the Shenandoah

ine disseter ton yesrs betore:

sasor stors o che winter occurred the veek of 23 Jamary 1916 vhen
1 veck blockaded the Denver and

and damaging avalanche

of the canyon.

The Upper Gold King e (tap 3 loac s blackemith shop and compressor

Thursday night, hovever, the storm increased in in
and fier 5

re and uttered

e considerable damage to the upper terninal of the tram-
Tiiuries vere reporeed.

tensity
roportions very selden
Tikely neans & heavy and long

‘has reached p
gmtatns.  1c

econd part of the stors produced more avalanches uhich svept avay

E big basine at the head of the gulch took out the upper tr
terninal building and breakover of the mine. is new stora, e

most severe that visited this section in fhg past enerat: a o
nounced by many of our oldest g 1 11des in the Antmss
Canyon were down, the river banked and funning over the cracks. The Deaver

and Rio Grande train o drifts at aile pos

arlata Comnty) and the engine 1 Cleue the tracks, The passen-
gers, rea that th spot., abandoned it

a short distance avay; & e e

181



Posaibly the only avalanche recorded as being profitable vas described
in the 12 February 1916 fssue of the Standard. Two prospectors were looking

they noticed the boulders broughe down by the slide contained tur
immediately began o scranble up the slide path t

lockade was not 1ifted until 15 February!*> and the next and
final reference to snov 1a the mention on Navch 11¢h that the snow on the
year:

mountain sides and among the trees was deeper than it had been for 46

19281929

n 1n terms of the

avalan

Very 1ictle damage and no deaths from avalanches vere repor
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